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COOPERATION AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF ARBITRATION AND

FOR THE CREATION OF MECHANISMS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF DOMESTIC

AND INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION PROCEDURES IN THE REGION

PARTIES TO THIS AGREEMENT

The fol lowing American Chambers of  Commerce ("AlvlCHAMS'),  act ing through their  respect ive
Arbi t rat lon Centers or Arbi t rat¡on Committees:

AMCHAM BRASIL -  Cámara Americana de Comércio para o Brasi l ,

through its Arbitration Center ( "Certro de Arb¡tragem Amcham")

AMCHAM COLOMBIA -  Cámara de Comerc io Colombo Amer icana.

through i ts  Arb i t ra t ion Commit tee

AMCHAM COSTA RICA -  Cámara Costa r r icense-  N o r tea mer ica na de Comerc io,

through ¡ts Arbitrat¡on Center ( "Certro Internacional de Concil¡ac¡on y Arb¡traje - CICA)"

AMCHAM ECUADOR - Cámara de Comercio Equator iano Americana,
through its Arbitrat¡on Center ( "Certro de Arb¡traje y Med¡ac¡ón , CAM")

AMCHAM PERU - Cámara de Comercio Amer¡cana del  Perú,
through ¡ts Arbitrat¡on Center ( "Centro Internacional de Arb¡traje")

AMCHAM VENEZUELA - Cámara Venezola na-America na de Comerc¡o e Industr ia
through its Arbitrat¡on Center ("Centro Empresar¡al de Conciliación y Arb¡traje
fdetai ls l

cEDCA)l
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ALL OF THE ABOVE herein represented by their  respect ive legal  representat ives and which

shal l  be referred in this Agreement as the "AlvlCHAlY ARBITRATION CENTERS/COMMITTEES",
when referr ing to al l ,  or  as the "AMCHAN4 ARBiTRATION CENTER" or as the "AMCHAM
ARBITRATION COMM]TTEE", when referr ing to a speci f ic country;

ACKNOWLEDGING the development of  arbi t rat ion as an al ternat ive dispute resolut ion method
with appl¡cat ion to most business disputes, whether domest ic or internat ional ;

ACKNOWLEDGING the enact ing of  legis lat ion in var ious countr ies of  Lat in America and the
Caribbean for the adopt ion of  arbrtrat ion ¡n their  legai  systems, separate from court  l ¡ t ¡gat ion;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the AIYCHAMS ¡n var ious countr¡es of  Lat in Amer¡ca and the Caribbean
have created or intend to create arbi t rat ion centers ¡n order to serve their  members and the
business communit ies with the adm¡n¡strat ion of  domest ic and/or internat ional  arbi t rat ion
procedures as al ternat¡ve dispute resolut ion methods for business disDutes;

ACKNQWLEDGING that in var ious countr ies of  Lat in
have created arbi t rat ion committees¡ which seek to

and to support  i ts use as a val id al ternat ive dispute
some AIVICHAMS, may serve to lay the foundat ion
AmCham arb¡trat ion centers;

Amer¡ca and the Car¡bbean the Amchams

foster a better understanding of arbi t rat ion

resolut ion mechanism; and, in the case of

for the future establ ishment of  their  own

ACKNOWLEDGING that the var¡ous AMCHAM ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM I4ITTEES in Lat in
America and the Caribbean may cooperate with each other with the object ive of  exchanging
mutual  experiences in developing arbi t rat jon in the region for the benef i t  of  the AlvlCHAlY
network and the business communit¡es served by the AIYCHAMS jn the region;

ACKNOWLEDGING that wi th such a cooperat ion ef tort  the AIYCHAM ARBITRATION
CENTERS/COIYIYITTEES, in some cases/ may expand their  present act¡v i t ies beyond their
country boundaries and ¡nteract wi th each other not only in the development of  the arb¡trat ion
i tsel f  but also, when the case may be, in the adm¡nistrat ion of  internat ional  arbi t rat ion
procedures for ¡nternat ional  business disputes 
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WE HEREBY DECIDE to execute this "COOPERATION AGREEIYENT TO SUPPORT THE

DEVELOPMENT OF ARBITRATiON AND FOR THE CREATION OF MECHAN]SMS FOR THE

ADMIN]STRATION OF DOMESTIC AND OF INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION PROCEDURES ]N THE

REGiON", (hereafter referred to as the "Cooperat ion Agreement")  by which the Part ies
mutual ly accept the fol lowing clauses.

OBJECTIVES OF THE COOPERATION AGREEMENT

Clause 1- The AMCHAÍVIS, act ing through their  ARBITRATION CENTERS/CON4 MITTEES,

hereby agree to the pr inciples and the bas¡s for the cooperat ion among them ¡n the region of
Lat in America and the Caribbean, as stated in this Cooperat ion Agreement.

CIAUSE 2 -  ThE AMCHAM ARBITRATION CENTERS/COMMITTEES shaII  therefore undertaKe
their best efforts to

(a) create a network of  Amcham arbi t rat ion centers and committees for the

development of  the bas¡c concepts of  arbi t rat ion ¡n the region and for the creat ion of
mechanisms for the administrat ion of  ¡nternat ional  arbi t rat ion procedures under the Amcham

umbrel ia,  as the case may be;

(b) promote the mutual  exchange of experiences and informat ion regarding

their  arbi t rat ion pract¡ces and their  arbi t rat ion studies and seminars w¡th the object ive of
enabl ing members of  the AMCHA|.4 ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM I4ITTEES to obtain a Droaoer
knowledge of such pract ices and part ic ipat¡on in such academic act iv i t ies;

(c) publ ish papers and/or electron¡c newslet ters w¡th the object¡ve of
disseminat ing informat ion from ( i )  the governance bodies of  the var ious AtvtCHAM
ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM IYITTEES; and (¡¡)  regarding the academic act¡v i t ies to be
presented by the AMCHAM ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM MITTEES; ^ l)
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(d) promote domest ic and internat ional  seminars and studies for the

development.  of  arbi t rat ion; and inv¡te members of  AMCHAM ARBITRATION

CENTERS/COM IYITTEES to part ic ipate in such seminars;

(e) inform their  l ¡st  of  accred¡ted arbi t rators,  when there is such a l ist ;
publ ish their  pract ices and rules of  arb¡trat jon; and make avai lable their  arbi t rat ion procedure

costs and arbi t rators '  remunerat ion standards and rates;

( f )  deve¡op train¡ng act¡v i t ies relat ing to arbi t rat ion pract ice and procedures

¡n order to increase the capaci ty of  professionals who may join the pract¡ce of  arbi t rat¡on in the

countr ies of  the reg¡on; promote such training in cooperat ion w¡th the internat ional  Center for

Dispute Resoiut ion -  ICDR, the internat ionat branch of the American Arbi t rat¡on Associat¡on -

AAA and with other internat ional  orqanizat ions.

Clause 3 Although i t  is not the in¡t ia l  object ive of  th is Cooperat ion Agreement,  the

Parties recognize that the AMCHATY ARBITRATION CENTERS/COMITTEES may, as a separate

ini t iat¡ve, establ ish the pr inciples and the basis for the creat ion of  a new ent i ty that formal ly

uni tes the AMCHAM ARBITRAT]ON CENTERS/COMMITEES to enhance the pract ice of  the

object ives set forth in this Cooperat ion Agreement.  By signing this Cooperat ion Agreement,  the

Part ies do not commit to part¡c ipate in this separate ¡ni t iat¡ve.

CIause 4 The Part¡es understand that the creat ion of  such new ent i ty should resul t
f rom the ef fect¡veness of  their  implementat ion of  th is Cooperat ion Agreement in their
arbi t rat ion'  pract ice and from the percept ion that such ent i ty would then be necessary to
organ¡ze, increase and enhance the¡r  act¡v i ty under the same basis,  object ives and pr inciples

set out in thrs Cooperat¡on Agreement.
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Clause 5

COORDINATION OF THE ACTIVITIES

The Part ies agree that the coordinat ion of  the act iv i t ies to be performed

under the pr inciples and terms set forth under thls Cooperat ion Agreement shal l  be made by a

Counci l  of  representat ives of  the AMCHAM ARBITRATION CENTERS/CONIIYITTEES which are

signator ies to th¡s Agreement or which may adhere to i t  and sign i t  in the future, one from

each country as indlcated in Attachment 1 at tached hereto or as modif ied in the future, the

Counci l  to be named the "AlYCHAlvl  COUNCIL FOR ARBITRATION" and which is author ized to

use the " logo" ind¡cated ¡n Attachment 2 in i ts communicat ion with the Part ies and with third

pa rtres.

Clause 6 The members of  the Counci l  wi l l  take the necessary steps to incent iv ize

and to faci l j tate the accompl¡shment of  the object ives of  th is Cooperat ion Agreement and wi l l

faci l i tate to the greatest extent possible the part ic ipat ion of  representat ives of  other AN{CHAM

ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM IYITTEES which are not part  of  the Counci l  to implement speci f ic

cooperat ion projects or act iv¡ t ies.

Clause 7 Each member of  the Counci l  wi l l  be designated by their  respect ive

AmCham with¡n 30 ( th¡r ty)  days from the countersigning of  th is Cooperat¡on Agreement and

the designat ion of  the Counci l  member shal l  be informed in wri t ing to the other AMCHAN4

ARBITRATION CENTERS/COMMITTEES, with al l  detai ls for communicat¡on. The members wi l l

remain on the Counci l  for  an undetermined term and may only be replaced by another

des¡gnated representat¡ve of  the AMCHAIY ARBITRATION CENTER/CONIMITTEE wh¡ch they

reD resent.

Clause 8 The l ist  of  countr ies indicated ¡n Attachment t  hereto may be modif ied by

the aff i rmat ive vote of  74 ( three fourths) of  the signator ies of  th is Cooperat ion Agreement,  ¡n

which case the representat¡ves of the AMCHAM ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM TYITTEES to be
included in the l ist as per such vote wil l  be designated with¡n 30 (thirty) days from the date of 

Ithe aff jrmat¡ve vote and w¡l l  part¡c¡pate in the Counc¡l there from. 

i l  |
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Al l  the communicat ion among the members of  the Counci l  shal l  be made

with copies to the other members and the members of  the Counci l  wj l l  make their  best ef forts

to meet at  least once every year,  in one of the events promoted by any of  the AMCHAIY

ARBITRATION CENTERS/COM IYITTEES.

Clause 1o The AMCHAMS with reDresentat¡on on the Counci l  wi l l  determine their

own pol ic ies regarding the remunerat¡on of  their  respect ive representat ives to the Counc¡1. The

members of  the Counci l  wi l l  not be remunerated by any of  the AIYCHAM ARBITRATION

CENTERS/COMMITTEES which they do not represent.

GENERAL MATTERS

Clause 11 The present Cooperat ion Agreement does not involve the transfer of
f inancial  Tesources among the signator ies,  each of which shal l  bear the necessary expenses
related to their  respect ive performance of the commitments acquired under th¡s Cooperat ion
Agreement,  including publ icat ion of  papers and eletronic newslet ters.

C lause  12 The Part jes are voluntar i ly enter ing

equals.  None of the Part ies shal l  h ire or retain the other.
nor compensate the other for any act iv i t ies undertaken

Cooperat¡on Ag reement.

Clause 13 I t  is here author ized by al l  the Part ies that their  names and trademarks
may be used rec¡procal ly/  but only and exclusively ¡n the pursui t  of  the object ives of  the
present Cooperat ion Agreement.  The use for other object ives wi l l  resul t  in the infr inging Party
being held responsibie for the losses and damages ar is ing from the unauthor ized use.

Clause 14 The present Cooperat¡on Agreement may be modjf¡ed under the proposal

in wri t ¡ng by any of  the signator ies;  such modif jcat ions shal l  be considered approved by the
aff i rmat ive vote in wri t ing of  a/a ( three fourths) of  the signator¡es of  th is Cooperat¡on
Agreement,  in which case the Counci l  members shal l  designate the Counci l  member who shal l
redraft  the Cooperat ion Agreement including the approved modif¡cat ions and shal l  send the

A
\ l
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representat ives of  the Part ies.  Al l  such modif icat ions shal l  be done in

appropr iate representat ives of  the Part ies.

The present Cooperat ion Agreement should be countersigned within thir ty

(30) days from the receiving of  i ts drafU shal l  enter into force 30 ( thir ty)  days af ter havlng

been countersigned by the representat ives of  the Part ies;  and shal l  remain in force unt i l

term¡nated by the af f i rmat ive vote ¡n wr¡t ing of  3/c ( three fourths) of  the signator ies.

CIause 16 Forwarding of  the f i rst  draf t  of  the agreement,  of  the evidence of the

cou nte rs¡g natu res, of  proposals for modif icat ions, of  votes by the signator ies,  of  not ices and al l

other related communicat ion to and from the AMCHAIY ARBITRATiON CENTERS/COM NlITTEES

for the purposes of th is Cooperat ion Agreement shal l  be made in wri t ¡ng through any means or

media which may give evidence to the receipt  of  the communicat ions by the addressees, and

shal l  be made with copies to al l  Counci l  members and, when appropr iate,  wi th copies to al l  of

the appropr iate representat ives of  the Part ies.  The countersigned version of  th is f ¡rst  draf t  of

the Cooperat ion Agreement shal l  be sent by the signing Party to al l  the other Part ies within

f ive days from sig natu re.

Clause 17

entry into force

Clause 18

any of the signator¡es through wri t ten not ice to al l  the Part ies

shal l  be val id and in force by and to the other Part ies.

The Counci l  members shal l  not i fy the representat ives of  the Part ies of  the

of the documents requir ing the signature or the af f i rmat¡ve vote of  the Part ies.

The present Cooperat jon Agreement may DE

but
by

ent

ny t¡meterm¡nated at a
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countersign the present Cooperat ion Agreement

for the entry into force as herein provided.

AMCHAM BRASIL - Cámara Americanade Comércio para o Bras¡ l

Roberto Pasq

Preside nt  of  the

Centro de Arb¡tragem Amcham

signe¿ o&/8zotz sisned on AillJlzotz

AMCHAM COLOMBIA -  Cámara de Comercio Colombo Americana

Ga

Legal Rep resentat¡ve

sig ned on JJ2O77

Eduardo Zuleta J,

President

Arb¡trat¡on Comm¡ttee

sig ned on J _J2072
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Concil¡ac¡ón y Arb¡traje -

s ig  ned  on  J  J2O l2

Crist ian Espin

cEo

signed on JJZOI2

Centro Internac¡onal de

CICA

signed on JJ2OI2

ADOR - Cámara de Comercio Equator iano Americana,

Cañizares Hugo Garcia

Director

Centro de Arb¡traje y Med¡ac¡ón - CAM

signed on JJ2012
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AMCHAM PERU - Cámara de Comercio Americana del  Perú,

Alvaro

Secreta Gene ra ILegal Representat ive

sig ned on JJ2O72

Ceñtro Internac¡onal de Arb¡traje

signed on __J J2OI2

AMCHAM VENEZUELA - Cámara Venezo a-Americana de Comercio e Industr ia

signed on JJ2OL2

Preside nte

Centro Empresarial de Conc¡l¡ac¡ón y Arb¡traje

CEDCA

sig ned on JJZOL2
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COOPERATION AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF ARBITRATION AND

FOR THE CREATION OF MECHANISMS FOR THE ADMINISTRI\TION OF DOMESTIC AND

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION PROCEDURES

IN THE REGION

Attachement 1

List  of  Names and Addresses of the Part ies

AMCHAM BRASIL

Cámara Americana de Comércio para o Brasi l

Centro de Arb¡tragem Amcham

Rua da Paz 1431

04773-001 Sáo Paulo,  SP

BRASIL

AMCHAM COLOMBIA

Cámara de Comercio Colombo Americana

Com¡té de Arb¡traje

Ca l l e  98  no .22 -64 ,  O f ¡c ina  1209

Bogotá D,C.

COLON4 B]A

AMCHAM COSTA RICA

Cámara Costa rr¡cense- Nortea merica na de Comercio

Centro Internac¡onal de Concíliación y Arb¡traj?-CICA

PO Box 4946

1000 San Jose il



AMCHAM COUNCIL FOR ARBITRATION

Am ch a m Arb ¡trat¡ o n Cen ters/Co m m ¡ttees
¡n Lat¡n Amer¡ca and the Car¡bbean

Cooperation Agreement

F¡nal vers¡on for s¡gnature

COSTA RICA

AMCHAM ECUADOR

Cámara de Comercio Equator¡ano nmer¡cana

Centro de Arb¡traje y Med¡ac¡ón - CAM

Av. 6 de D¡ciembre y La Nina

Ed i f ic io Mult icentro P¡so 4

Quito
ECUADO R

AMCHAM PERU

Cámara de Comercio Americana del  Perú,

Centro Internac¡onal de Arbitraje

Av. Victor Andrés Belaunde 177

San Is idro,  Lima 27

PERU

AMCHAM VENEZUELA

Cámara Venezola na-Ame r ica na de Comercio e Industr ia

Centro Empresarial de Conciliación y Arb¡traje - CEDCA

Torre Credival ,  P¡so 10

zda. Av. de Campo Alegre

Apartado 5181, Caracas 1010-A

VENEZUELA
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Attachement 2
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